By rejecting Jesus, and by telling us that Jesus died practically alone, the gospels make clear this was utter rejection, His people put God to the ultimate test. And most wonderfully of all, God turned that rejection into the ultimate demonstration of His grace, at Easter turning brutal death into breath-taking glory.

Sam Wells


Jesus had been put to death as a blasphemer and a criminal, someone condemned by both religious and civil authorities. There can be no appeal against such a sentence, since it can hardly be reversed. But that is exactly what the resurrection did: it reversed the sentence of death; it gave a different verdict on the life and teaching of Jesus: God's verdict.

Jane Williams

Salvation is not a divine transaction that takes place because you are morally perfect, but much more it is an organic unfolding, a becoming who you already are, an inborn sympathy with and capacity for, the very One who created you.

Richard Rohr


If all that is creation and goodness and love goes into death, death itself is transformed. When light goes into dark, it isn’t dark anymore. 

Christianity - a starter guide




Salvation is not something that happens only at the end of a person’s life. Salvation happens every time someone with a key uses it to open a door (t)he(y) could lock instead.

Barbara Brown Taylor 



Ancient empires grew and survived by assuming that enormous quantities of human lives were expendable and unimportant; those who fell victim to the system simply disappeared. But what if they didn’t? Here was a message that might well cause alarm: an executed criminal, instead of disappearing into oblivion, is brought back into the world and his friends are told to speak in his name to his killers, telling them that for their life and health they must trust that he has made peace for them with God.
And what was worse still was that this was seen not as an isolated matter: the risen one was only the first. His rising from death guaranteed that all would be raised, that no life would be forgotten and obliterated.
Rowan Williams
Following Jesus would mean liberation from my bitterness, my worry, my self-righteousness, my prejudice, my selfishness, my materialism, and my misplaced loyalties. Following Jesus would mean salvation from my sin.

Rachel Held Evans


Grace isn't about God creating humans and flawed beings and then acting all hurt when we inevitably fail and then stepping in like the hero to grant us grace - like saying, 
"Oh, it's OK, I'll be the good guy and forgive you."
It's God saying, 
"I love the world too much to let your sin define you and be the final word. I am a God who makes all things new. 

Nadia Bolz-Weber
This Gospel is not only a message of personal salvation from sin and entrance into the eternal kingdom of God, but also the transformation of injustice in the present. 

Oscar Romero




The good news of the cross is that through Christ’s cross and resurrection, we have been baptized into His death and resurrection, making Christians a people capable of staring down death by refusing to let death determine our living. 

Stanley Hauerwas


The raising of Christ is not merely a consolation to him in a life that is full of distress and doomed to die, but it is also God’s contradiction of suffering and death, of humiliation and offence, and of the wickedness of evil.

Jurgen Moltmann



Matthew, Mark and Luke suggest that Jesus did not come to redeem humans by showing them God’s ‘love” manifested in the death of God’s innocent child on a cross erected by cruel, imperialistic, patriarchal power. Rather, the texts suggest that the spirit of God in Jesus came to show humans life - to show redemption through a perfect ministerial vision of righting relations between body (individual and community), mind (of humans and of tradition) and spirit. 

Delores S. Williams
Jesus doesn't give an explanation for the pain and sorrow of the world. He comes where the pain is most acute and takes it upon himself. Jesus doesn't explain why there is suffering, illness, and death in the world. He brings healing and hope. He doesn't allow the problem of evil to be the subject of a seminar. He allows evil to do its worst to him. He exhausts it, drains its power, and emerges with new life.

N. T. Wright
The gospel of Jesus is not a rational concept to be explained in a theory of salvation, but a story about God’s presence in Jesus’ solidarity with the oppressed, which led to his death on the cross. What is redemptive is faith that God snatches victory out of defeat, life out of death, and hope out of despair, as revealed in the biblical and black proclamation of Jesus’ resurrection.

James Cone

